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Rebel with a Clause  

 

Leave Lennikovs alone

By ALEX G. TSAKUMIS

Citizenship, for the vast majority 
of us, is our birthright.

Canada is home and we are surrounded with all of her splendid 
bounty: The majesty of the various landscapes; our regional 
quirkiness; hockey, lacrosse, curling; maple syrup and long winter 
walks into vast, pristine forests gently layered in the white of snow; a 
silent night with a glass (or three) of good rye.

The images and realities are embedded in our minds. It makes for a 
fertile experience.

But imagine what any of our riches must have looked like to a former 
Soviet agent, on the run not a dozen years ago, with a young wife and 
son in tow.

It is, indeed, a very curious case, the one of Mikhail Alexander 
Lennikov, self-confessed secret agent of what was once the most 
efficient spy agency the world has ever known: The KGB.

I read, with great interest, the 2007 decision by Madam Justice Anne 
Mactavish, wherein she painstakingly details her decision dismissing 
Lennikov's application for judicial review of his denial by immigration 
officials for landed status.

It read, for some part, like one of the better spy novels I have ever 
endured.

Lennikov's journey to becoming a 'Captain' in the KGB, even if 
reluctant, was purposeful. He cannot deny that while having 
understandable reservations about his employer(s), regardless of 
minor disagreements, they thought enough of him, in a scant few 
years, to make him an officer of a menacing and ruthless order.

The success of the KGB was just as much a result of their muscle, as 
much as their intelligence: They perfected espionage.

And this is perhaps Lennikov's biggest obstacle, and one, which, 
justifiably, he may not wish to openly muse about.

For if even half of his contentions about possible repercussions to him 
and his family in returning to Russia are true, then he best commit to 
earnest prayer in the Lutheran church within which he is currently 
seeking refuge.

But what should this 
entire matter really tell 
us?

I'll tell you.

Lennikov is a 
remorseful, former 
Soviet spy, who has 
spent a dozen years in 
Canada, and by all 
accounts, lived an 
exemplary life, without 
even being accused of 
so much as spitting on 
the sidewalk.

He and his wife Irina raised a fine son, Dmitri, a recent graduate of 
SFU, and as far as their comportment in this country goes, the 
narrative is compelling to have the Lennikovs stay.

Why? Well, it's not a complicated legal rain-dance, necessarily.

I watched, in horror, as one of two street-racing obliviots that killed 
Vancouverite Irene Thorpe, danced a jig through the deportation 
process in this country for eight years. Yet another mockery of the 
system was the hoax of Laibar Singh, who appeared here with 
fraudulent documents and told contemptible tales about probable 
persecution in India, where, mystery of mysteries, he returned after 
almost a year of trying to milk our consideration to grant him, a fraud, 
status.

In stark contrast, the Lennikovs have been wholly Canadian: Upright, 
mindful, decent folks.

Lennikov could have lied to immigration, as Singh did. Lennikov could 
have committed to a life of crime or even, in our world of instant and 
easily furtive communications, offered his services to his mother 
country, who is, still run, despite the moderate successes of Glasnost 
and Perestroika, by Dmitry Medvedev puppet-master Vladimir Putin - a 
former chief of the KGB.

Leave the Lennikovs alone. Let them stay. They don't just understand 
the traditions of this land--they have demonstrated them in spades. 
Dabro pazhalavat, comrade.

agtsakumis@shaw.ca

More Rebel with a Clause

CNEWS Headlines 

CANADA | Flu shots, swine flu link raises concern 

WORLD | Ahmadinejad: Obama will regret his statement 

Technology | Twitter valued at $1B 

Canada | Funeral held for latest Canadian soldier killed 

WORLD | Scrutiny rises over kids singing Obama song 

WAR ON TERROR | Fallen Canadian soldier remembered for his 
commitment to Afghan mission 

WEIRD NEWS | 19.2-pound baby boy sets record 

Talking Tasers, HST and one hapless Mayor 

 

 

Poll
Are you concerned free 
speech will be a 
casualty during the 
Olympic Games?

nmlkj Yes

nmlkj No 

SUBMIT

Results 

 

Vancouver Ski
Getaway
Vancouver Ski 
Specials. Book Early &
Save. Get Your Guide 
to BC Skiing 
HelloBC.com/Vancouver_S

Intelligence Degrees
Advance Your CIA 
Career. Online 
Degrees That Get You
Ahead. 
www.Henley-Putnam.edu

Marriott Vancouver
Marriott's Official Site.
Spacious, Comfortable
Rooms & Luxury 
Bedding. 
Marriott.com/Vancouver

Criminal Justice
School
Stop & Look at an 
Exciting New Career 
Path in Criminal 
Justice 
CJ.bcbeth.com

Buy Linda
Loudermilk
Celebrated Eco-Luxury
Clothing Style for a 
Fashionable 
Conscience. 
junoandjove.com

Earn $99- $375/day 
working at home. Job 
Requires: Basic computer 
skills 

Now Hiring - $375/day 

www.part-time.ca

Get info on stock quotes 
and news. Search from 14 
search engines in 1. 

Stocks info

www.info.com

Replying to members is 
always Free! 

Meet sexy singles! Sing
up free!

www.lavalife.ca

Find Cheap Vancouver 
Hotel Rates Comparison 
Shopping Made Easy. 

Cheap Vancouver Hotels

www.LowFares.com/Vancou
-Hotels

Local Job Openings Earn 
$10.15-$50.15 per hour 

Vancouver Employment

www.localjobbuilder.net

Klix.ca Advertise!

CANOE home |Share your comments/Opinions in our Forums.

Terms of Service | Need assistance? Visit our Help Desk.

Copyright © 2009, Canoe Inc. All rights reserved.

Proprietor and Publisher - Sun Media Corporation, 333 King St. E., Toronto, ON, M5A 3X5 

  nmlkj Canoe nmlkji Web

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD TODAY'S PAPER

Wednesday, October 21, 2009

Other Cities 

Share:

Email Print Write  Size: A  A A

+ Help

http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/PDF/
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/PDF/
http://www.24hrs.ca/
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/WeekendEdition/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/
http://weather.canoe.ca/Weather/CityVancouverBC.html
http://weather.canoe.ca/Weather/CityVancouverBC.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/News/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Sports/vancouver2010/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Entertainment/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Lifestyle/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Fashion/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Business/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Sports/home.html
http://video.vancouver.24hrs.ca/
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/blogs/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/PhotoGalleries/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Columnists/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Dating/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Contests/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/OnYourMind/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/EmailAlert/login.php
http://24hoursvancouver.sunmedia.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/24-hours-Vancouver/94405508536
http://twitter.com/24hoursvan
http://autonet.ca/
http://www.jobboom.com/mod-bin/prod/index.pl?preference_province=BC
http://www.bclc.com/cm/Lotto649/Home.asp
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/38cd/0/0/%2a/d;44306;0-0;0;41477264;18891-500/115;0/0/0;;~aopt=2/0/ff/2;~sscs=%3f
http://en.canoe.ca/
http://www.auctions.canoe.ca/
http://jam.canoe.ca/Music/Charts/660TB.html
http://www.classifiedextra.ca/
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/Science/Discovery/home.html
http://slam.canoe.ca/Slam/Hockey/NHL/Vancouver/home.html
http://lifewise.canoe.ca/Horoscopes/
http://lifewise.canoe.ca/Puzzles/
http://lifewise.canoe.ca/Comics/
http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/Lotteries/
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Entertainment/tvlistings/home.html
http://jam.canoe.ca/Movies/Listings/home.html
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/ContactUs/home.html
javascript:sendit();
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Columnists/RebelwithaClause/2009/06/04/pf-9669741.html
http://rapids.canoe.ca/cgi-bin/reg/NR-cust_service.pl?MODE=CUSTOMER_SERVICE&LOOK==24hrs-vancouver
javascript:textResize(12)
javascript:textResize(14)
javascript:textResize(15)
javascript:void(open('http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?op=add&u=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&t=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=edit&output=popup&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://www.stumbleupon.com/refer.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://furl.net/storeIt.jsp?t=Leave+Lennikovs+alone&u=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://www.newsvine.com/_wine/save?u=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&h=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://www.technorati.com/faves?add=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://blinklist.com/index.php?Action=Blink/addblink.php&Name=Leave+Lennikovs+alone&Description=Citizenship%2C+for+the+vast+majority+of+us%2C+is+our+birthright.%0D%0A&Url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://feedmelinks.com/categorize?from=toolbar&op=submit&name=Leave+Lennikovs+alone&url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&version=0.7','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&t=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://ekstreme.com/socializer/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://ma.gnolia.com/bookmarklet/add?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://www.rawsugar.com/tagger/?turl=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&tttl=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://www.simpy.com/simpy/LinkAdd.do?href=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://www.squidoo.com/lensmaster/bookmark?http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://www.spurl.net/spurl.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone&description=Citizenship%2C+for+the+vast+majority+of+us%2C+is+our+birthright.%0D%0A','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://blinkbits.com/bookmarklets/save.php?v=1&source_url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://www.rojo.com/add-subscription/?resource=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://blogmarks.net/my/new.php?mini=1&simple=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://www.shadows.com/shadows.aspx?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://netvouz.com/action/submitBookmark?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://www.scuttle.org/bookmarks.php/maxpower?action=add&address=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone&description=Citizenship%2C+for+the+vast+majority+of+us%2C+is+our+birthright.%0D%0A','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://co.mments.com/track?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html&title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://www.bloglines.com/sub/http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
javascript:void(open('http://tailrank.com/share/?title=Leave+Lennikovs+alone&link_href=http%3A%2F%2Fvancouver.24hrs.ca%2FColumnists%2FRebelwithaClause%2F2009%2F06%2F04%2F9669741-sun.html','ToolbarPopUp','scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=800,height=600'));
http://www.sitejot.com/
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/training/2008/03/27/5119416.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/38cd/0/0/%2a/j;218007387;1-0;0;41477264;4307-300/250;33363237/33381115/1;;~aopt=2/0/ff/2;~sscs=%3fhttp://offers.e-centives.com/siflo/?id=5eea1b76-7a45-45fe-895a-fcdbcfe86018&b=6400
http://www.lastdoor.org/main/HUMMERRAFFLE.html
http://www.fitnessworld.ca/
javascript:afficheResultats('http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/24hrspoll.html', 'page html')
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Columnists/RebelwithaClause/2009/06/04/9669741-sun.html#
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Columnists/RebelwithaClause/2009/06/04/9669741-sun.html#
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Columnists/RebelwithaClause/2009/06/04/9669741-sun.html#
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Columnists/RebelwithaClause/2009/06/04/9669741-sun.html#
http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/Columnists/RebelwithaClause/2009/06/04/9669741-sun.html#


 

Inside CANOE.CA

 www.bottomlinesecrets.com Feedback - Ads by Google 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Home

Overcast

12oC

  News

  Vancouver 2010

  Entertainment

  Lifestyle

  Fashion

  Business

  Sports

  Video

  Blogs

  Photo Galleries

  Columnists

  Dating

  Contests

  On Your Mind

  E-mail Alerts

  E-edition

  On CANOE.CA

  Auctions

  Vancouver Top 20 CD's

  Classifieds

  Discovery

  Canucks

  Horoscopes

  Crosswords

  Comics

  Lotteries

  TV Listings

  Movie Listings

  24 Hours

  Contact Us

Rebel with a Clause  

 

Leave Lennikovs alone

By ALEX G. TSAKUMIS

Citizenship, for the vast majority 
of us, is our birthright.

Canada is home and we are surrounded with all of her splendid 
bounty: The majesty of the various landscapes; our regional 
quirkiness; hockey, lacrosse, curling; maple syrup and long winter 
walks into vast, pristine forests gently layered in the white of snow; a 
silent night with a glass (or three) of good rye.

The images and realities are embedded in our minds. It makes for a 
fertile experience.

But imagine what any of our riches must have looked like to a former 
Soviet agent, on the run not a dozen years ago, with a young wife and 
son in tow.

It is, indeed, a very curious case, the one of Mikhail Alexander 
Lennikov, self-confessed secret agent of what was once the most 
efficient spy agency the world has ever known: The KGB.

I read, with great interest, the 2007 decision by Madam Justice Anne 
Mactavish, wherein she painstakingly details her decision dismissing 
Lennikov's application for judicial review of his denial by immigration 
officials for landed status.

It read, for some part, like one of the better spy novels I have ever 
endured.

Lennikov's journey to becoming a 'Captain' in the KGB, even if 
reluctant, was purposeful. He cannot deny that while having 
understandable reservations about his employer(s), regardless of 
minor disagreements, they thought enough of him, in a scant few 
years, to make him an officer of a menacing and ruthless order.

The success of the KGB was just as much a result of their muscle, as 
much as their intelligence: They perfected espionage.

And this is perhaps Lennikov's biggest obstacle, and one, which, 
justifiably, he may not wish to openly muse about.

For if even half of his contentions about possible repercussions to him 
and his family in returning to Russia are true, then he best commit to 
earnest prayer in the Lutheran church within which he is currently 
seeking refuge.

But what should this 
entire matter really tell 
us?

I'll tell you.

Lennikov is a 
remorseful, former 
Soviet spy, who has 
spent a dozen years in 
Canada, and by all 
accounts, lived an 
exemplary life, without 
even being accused of 
so much as spitting on 
the sidewalk.

He and his wife Irina raised a fine son, Dmitri, a recent graduate of 
SFU, and as far as their comportment in this country goes, the 
narrative is compelling to have the Lennikovs stay.

Why? Well, it's not a complicated legal rain-dance, necessarily.

I watched, in horror, as one of two street-racing obliviots that killed 
Vancouverite Irene Thorpe, danced a jig through the deportation 
process in this country for eight years. Yet another mockery of the 
system was the hoax of Laibar Singh, who appeared here with 
fraudulent documents and told contemptible tales about probable 
persecution in India, where, mystery of mysteries, he returned after 
almost a year of trying to milk our consideration to grant him, a fraud, 
status.

In stark contrast, the Lennikovs have been wholly Canadian: Upright, 
mindful, decent folks.

Lennikov could have lied to immigration, as Singh did. Lennikov could 
have committed to a life of crime or even, in our world of instant and 
easily furtive communications, offered his services to his mother 
country, who is, still run, despite the moderate successes of Glasnost 
and Perestroika, by Dmitry Medvedev puppet-master Vladimir Putin - a 
former chief of the KGB.

Leave the Lennikovs alone. Let them stay. They don't just understand 
the traditions of this land--they have demonstrated them in spades. 
Dabro pazhalavat, comrade.

agtsakumis@shaw.ca
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always Free! 

Meet sexy singles! Sing
up free!

www.lavalife.ca

Find Cheap Vancouver 
Hotel Rates Comparison 
Shopping Made Easy. 

Cheap Vancouver Hotels

www.LowFares.com/Vancou
-Hotels

Local Job Openings Earn 
$10.15-$50.15 per hour 

Vancouver Employment

www.localjobbuilder.net

Klix.ca Advertise!

CANOE home |Share your comments/Opinions in our Forums.

Terms of Service | Need assistance? Visit our Help Desk.
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